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PREFACE 

To Students and Parents: 

Welcome to school year 2011-2012!   Education is a team effort, and we know that 

students, parents, teachers, and other staff members all working together can make this a 
wonderfully successful year for our students. 

The Wolfe City ISD Student Handbook is designed to provide a resource for some of the 

basic information that you and your child will need during the school year.  In an effort to 

make it easier to use, the handbook is divided into two sections:  

Section IðPARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIESðwith information to 

assist you in responding to school-related issues.  We encourage you to take some time to 
closely review this section of the handbook. 

Section IIðOTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND 

PARENTSðorganized alphabetically by topic for quick access when searching for 
information on a specific issue.  

Please be aware that the term ñthe studentôs parentò is used to refer to the parent, legal 

guardian, or any other person who has agreed to assume school-related responsibility for 

a student. 

Both students and parents must be familiar with the Wolfe City ISD Student Code of 

Conduct, which is a document adopted by the board and intended to promote school 

safety and an atmosphere for learning.  That document is combined with this handbook 
and is available online at www.wcisd.net.  

The Student Handbook is designed to be in harmony with board policy and the Student 

Code of Conduct.  Please be aware that the handbook is updated yearly, while policy 

adoption and revision may occur throughout the year.  Changes in policy or other rules 

that affect Student Handbook provisions will be made available to students and parents 

through newsletters or other communications. 

In case of conflict between board policy (including the Student Code of Conduct) and 

any provisions of the Student Handbook, the current provisions of board policy and the 
Student Code of Conduct are to be followed. 

After reading through the entire handbook with your child, keep it as a reference during 

this school year.  If you or your child has questions about any of the material in this 
handbook, please contact your campus administrator. 

Also, please complete and return to your childôs campus the following required forms: 

¶ Acknowledgment of Handbook and Student Code of Conduct 

¶ Acknowledgment of Acceptable Use Policy of Computer and Electronic 
Communication Resources 

¶ Acknowledgment of Drug Screening Policy 

http://www.wcisd.net/
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¶ Notices Regarding Directory Information and Parentôs Response Regarding Release 

of Student Information 

¶ Parentôs Response Regarding Release of  Information to Military Recruiters and 
Institutions Of Higher Education 

¶ Consent/Opt-Out Form 

[See Obtaining Informat ion and Protecting Student Rights on page 5 and Directory 

Information  on page 25 for more information.] 

Please note that references to policy codes are included so that parents can refer to 

current board policy.  A copy of the districtôs policy manual is available for review in the 

school office or online at www.wcisd.net.  

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION 

In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination, Wolfe City ISD does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, religion, color, national origin, gender, or disability in providing 

educational services, activities, and programs, including CTE programs, in accordance 

with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational 

Amendments of 1972; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

(ADA), as amended, which incorporates and expands upon the requirements of Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

The following district representatives have been designated to coordinate compliance 
with these legal requirements: 

¶ Title IX Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of 

gender: Superintendent at 903-496-2283. 

¶ ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis 

of disability: Special Education Director Sondra Northcutt, at 903-496-7333, ext 

15. 

¶ All other concerns regarding discrimination:  See the superintendent:  James 
Edward Scott at 903-496-2283. 

SERVICES FOR THE HOMELESS AND TITLE I PARTICIPANTS 

Other designated staff members you may need to contact include: 

¶ Liaison for Homeless Children and Youths, who coordinates services for 

homeless students:  Elementary/Middle School Counselor Dona Gavlick at 903-
496-7333. 

¶ Parent Involvement Coordinator, who works with parents of students participating 

in Title I programs:  Campus Administrator Ola Owens at 903-496-7333. 

http://www.wcisd.net/
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

 

James Edward Scott Superintendent of Schools 

Julie Peel Business Manager/Accounts Payable 

Patty Herron Accounts Payable 

Vernon Richardson High School (9-12) Campus Administrator 

Nelda Robb High School Secretary 

DeAnna Henslee High School Counselor and Testing Coordinator 

Laura Rodgers Middle School (6-8) Campus Administrator/District Librarian 

Angie Steele Middle School Secretary 

Ola Owens Elementary School (PreK-5) Campus Administrator 

Courtney Allen Elementary School Secretary 

Dona Gavlick Elementary/Middle School Counselor 

Sondra Northcutt District Special Education Director/ESL Director 

Cindy McLain Educational Diagnostician 

Julie Cupp Special Education Secretary 

Travis Smith District Athletic Director 

David Hayes District Technology Director/Transportation Director 

Sherry Perkins District PEIMS Coordinator 
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SECTION I 

PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

This section of the Wolfe City ISD Student Handbook includes information on topics of 
particular interest to you as a parent.  

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

WORKING TOGETHER 

Both experience and research tell us that a childôs education succeeds best when there is 

good communication and a strong partnership between home and school.  Your 
involvement in this partnership may include: 

¶ Encouraging your child to put a high priority on education and working with your 

child on a daily basis to make the most of the educational opportunities the school 
provides. 

¶ Ensure that your child completes all homework assignments and special projects and 

comes to school each day prepared, rested, and ready to learn. 

¶ Becoming familiar with all of your childôs school activities and with the academic 
programs, including special programs, offered in the district. 

¶ Discussing with the counselor or campus administrator any questions you may have 

about the options and opportunities available to your child. 

¶ Reviewing the requirements of the graduation programs with your child once your 

child begins enrolling in courses that earn high school credit. 

¶ Monitoring your childôs academic progress and contacting teachers as needed.  [See 

Academic Counseling on page 47 and Academic Programs on page 28.] 

¶ Attending scheduled conferences and requesting additional conferences as needed.  

To schedule a telephone or in-person conference with a teacher, counselor, or campus 

administrator, please call the school office at the following phone numbers for an 

appointment.  The teacher will usually return your call or meet with you during his or 

her conference period or before or after school.  [See Report Cards/Progress 

Reports and Conferences on page 18.] 

Phone numbers: 

Superintendent of Schools (903) 496-2283 

Wolfe City High School Office (903) 496-2891 

Wolfe City Middle School Office (903) 496-7333 

Wolfe City Elementary School Office (903) 496-7333 

District Special Education Office (903) 496-7333 
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High School Counselor Office (903) 496-2891 

Elementary/Middle School Counselor Office (903) 496-7333 

Field House (903) 496-2792 

Agriculture Building (903) 496-2821 

Elementary/Middle School Cafeteria (903) 496-7333 

¶ Becoming a school volunteer.  For further information, see policies at GKG and 

contact the campus administrator. 

¶ Participating in campus parent organizations.  Parent organizations include PTO and 
Athletic Boosters. 

¶ Serving as a parent representative on the district-level or campus-level planning 

committees, assisting in the development of educational goals and plans to improve 

student achievement.  For further information, see policies at BQA and BQB, and 

contact the superintendentôs office. 

¶ Serving on the School Health Advisory Council (SHAC), assisting the district in 

ensuring local community values are reflected in health education instruction.  [See 

policies BDF, EHAA, FFA and information in this handbook at School Health 

Advisory Council on page 72.] 

¶ Attending board meetings to learn more about district operations.  [See policies BE 

and BED for more information.]  Board meetings are scheduled for the third Tuesday 
of each month.  The Board of Education members are listed below. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  

President Ron Ferguson 

Vice President John Wilkinson 

Secretary Maxine Haywood 

Asst. Secretary Aaron Deary 

Members Clay Henslee 

Betty Smith 

Phil Tanner 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR 

The Parent Involvement Coordinator, who works with parents of students participating in 
Title I programs is Ola Owens and may be contacted at 903-496-7333. 
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PARENTAL RIGHTS 

OBTAINING INFORMATION AND PROTECTING STUDENT RIGHTS 

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any survey, 

analysis, or evaluationðfunded in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of 

Educationðthat concerns: 

¶ Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the studentôs parent. 

¶ Mental or psychological problems of the student or the studentôs family. 

¶ Sexual behavior or attitudes. 

¶ Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior. 

¶ Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family 

relationship. 

¶ Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers, physicians, 

and ministers. 

¶ Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents. 

¶ Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine 

the studentôs eligibility to participate in a special program or to receive financial 
assistance under such a program. 

You will be able to inspect the survey or other instrument and any instructional materials 

used in connection with such a survey, analysis, or evaluation.  [For further information, 

see policy EF(LEGAL).] 

ñOPTING OUTò OF SURVEYS AND ACTIVITIES 

As a parent, you also have a right to receive notice of and deny permission for your 
childôs participation in: 

¶ Any survey concerning the private information listed above, regardless of funding. 

¶ School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information 
gathered from your child for the purpose of marketing or selling that information. 

¶ Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a 

condition of attendance, administered and scheduled by the school in advance and not 

necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student.  Exceptions are 

hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted 
or required under state law.  See policies EF and FFAA. 

INSPECTING SURVEYS 

As a parent, you may inspect a survey created by a third party before the survey is 

administered or distributed to your child. 
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REQUESTING PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS 
AND STAFF 

You may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your childôs 

teachers, including whether a teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for 

the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the 

teacher has an emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements 

have been waived; and undergraduate and graduate degree majors, graduate 

certifications, and the field of study of the certification or degree.  You also have the right 

to request information about the qualifications of any paraprofessional who may provide 

services to your child. 

REVIEWING INSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

As a parent, you have a right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching 

aids and instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have 

been administered to your child. 

[Also see Removing a Student from Human Sexuality Instruction on page 8 for 
additional information.] 

DISPLAYING A STUDENTôS ARTWORK AND PROJECTS 

Teachers may display studentsô work in classrooms or elsewhere on campus as 

recognition of student achievement.  However, the district will seek parental consent 

before displaying studentsô artwork, special projects, photographs taken by students, and 

the like on the districtôs Web site, in printed material, by video, or by any other method of 
mass communication. 

ACCESSING STUDENT RECORDS 

You may review your childôs student records.  These records include: 

¶ Attendance records,  

¶ Test scores, 

¶ Grades,  

¶ Disciplinary records,  

¶ Counseling records,  

¶ Psychological records,  

¶ Applications for admission,  

¶ Health and immunization information,  

¶ Other medical records,  

¶ Teacher and counselor evaluations,  

¶ Reports of behavioral patterns, and  

¶ State assessment instruments that have been administered to your child. 
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[See Student Records on page 21.] 

GRANTING PERMISSION TO VIDEO OR AUDIO RECORD A STUDENT 

As a parent, you may grant or deny any written request from the district to make a video 

or voice recording of your child.  State law, however, permits the school to make a video 
or voice recording without parental permission for the following circumstances:  

¶ When it is to be used for school safety;  

¶ When it relates to classroom instruction or a cocurricular or extracurricular 

activity; or 

¶ When it relates to media coverage of the school. 

GRANTING PERMISSION TO RECEIVE PARENTING AND PATERNITY 
AWARENESS INSTRUCTION 

As a parent, if your child is under the age of 14, you must grant permission for your child 

to receive instruction in the districtôs parenting and paternity awareness program or your 

child will not be allowed to participate in the instruction.  This program, developed by the 

Office of the Texas Attorney General and the State Board of Education (SBOE), in 
incorporated into the districtôs health education classes. 

REMOVING A STUDENT TEMPORARILY FROM THE CLASSROOM 

You may remove your child temporarily from the classroom if an instructional activity in 

which your child is scheduled to participate conflicts with your religious or moral beliefs.  

The removal cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and may not extend for an entire 

semester.  Further, your child must satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as 
determined by the school and by the Texas Education Agency. 

REMOVING A STUDENT FROM HUMAN SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION 

As a part of the districtôs curriculum, students receive instruction related to human 

sexuality.  The School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of 

course materials for such instruction. 

State law requires that any instruction related to human sexuality, sexually transmitted 

diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
must: 

¶ Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in 

relationship to all sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age; 

¶ Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other 

behavior; 

¶ Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in 

preventing pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional trauma 
associated with adolescent sexual activity; 

¶ Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual 

activity before marriage is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted diseases; and 
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¶ If included in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom use 

in terms of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates. 

In accordance with state law, below is a summary of the districtôs curriculum regarding 
human sexuality instruction: 

Human sexuality instruction is delivered in health classes using health course curriculum 

and supplemented with information provided by community and county outreach 

organizations. 

As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials.  In addition, you may 

remove your child from any part of this instruction with no academic, disciplinary, or 

other penalties.  You may also choose to become more involved with the development of 

curriculum used for this purpose b becoming a member of the districtôs SHAC.  Please 
see the campus administrator for additional information. 

EXCUSING A STUDENT FROM RECITING THE PLEDGES TO THE U.S. 
AND TEXAS FLAGS 

As a parent, you may request that your child be excused from participation in the daily 

recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag and the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Texas flag.  The request must be in writing.  State law does not allow 

your child to be excused from participation in the required minute of silence or silent 

activity that follows.  [See Pledges of Allegiance and A Minute of Silence on page 79 
and policy EC(LEGAL).] 

EXCUSING A STUDENT FROM RECITING A PORTION OF THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

You may request that your child be excused from recitation of a portion of the 

Declaration of Independence. State law requires students in social studies classes in 

grades 3ï12 to recite a portion of the text of the Declaration of Independence during 

Celebrate Freedom Week unless (1) you provide a written statement requesting that your 

child be excused, (2) the district determines that your child has a conscientious objection 

to the recitation, or (3) you are a representative of a foreign government to whom the 
United States government extends diplomatic immunity.  [See policy EHBK(LEGAL).] 

REQUESTING LIMITED OR NO CONTACT WITH A STUDENT 
THROUGH ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to communicate 

with students through the use of electronic media within the scope of the individualôs 

professional responsibilities.  For example, a teacher may set up a social networking page 

for his or her class that has information related to class work, homework, and tests.  As a 
parent, you are welcome to join or become a member of such a page. 

An employee described above may also contact a student individually through electronic 
media to communicate about items such as homework or upcoming tests. 

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from 

a district employee, please submit a written request to the campus administrator stating 
this preference. 
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REQUESTING NOTICES OF CERTAIN STUDENT MISCONDUCT 

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the 

remainder of the school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a parent 

related to his or her childôs misconduct that may involve placement in a disciplinary 

alternative education program (DAEP) or expulsion.  [See policy FO(LEGAL) and the 
Student Code of Conduct.]  

PROHIBITING THE USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

Corporal punishmentðspanking or paddling the studentðmay be used as a discipline 

management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and policy 
FO(LOCAL) in the districtôs policy manual. 

If you do now want corporal punishment to be administered to your child as a method of 

student discipline submit a written statement to the campus administrator stating this 

decision.  A signed statement must be provided each year. 

You may choose to revoke this request at any time during the year by providing a signed 

statement to the campus administrator.  However, district personnel may choose to use 

discipline methods other than corporal punishment even if the parent requests that this 

method be used on the student. 

SCHOOL SAFETY TRANSFERS 

¶ To request the transfer of your child to another classroom or campus if your child has 

been determined by the board to have been a victim of bullying as the term is defined 

by Education Code 25.0341.  Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another 
campus.  See the superintendent for information. [See policy FDB.]  

[See Bullying  on page 34 and policy FFI(LOCAL).] 

¶ To request the transfer of your child to attend a safe public school in the district if 

your child attends school at a campus identified by TEA as persistently dangerous or 

if your child has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at school or on 

school grounds.  [See policy FDE(LOCAL).] 

¶ To request the transfer of your child to another campus or a neighboring district if 

your child has been the victim of a sexual assault by another student assigned to the 

same campus, whether the assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has 

been convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for that assault.  [See policy 
FDE] 

REQUESTING CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENT FOR MULTIPLE BIRTH 
SIBLINGS 

As a parent, if your children are multiple birth siblings (e.g., twins, triplets, etc.) assigned 

to the same grade and campus, you may request that they be placed either in the same 

classroom or in separate classrooms.  Your written request must be submitted no later 
than the 14

th
 day after the enrollment of your children.  [See policy FDB(LEGAL).] 
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PARENTS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

If a student is receiving special education services at a campus outside his or her 

attendance zone, the parent or guardian may request that any other student residing in the 

household be transferred to the same campus, if the appropriate grade level for the 
transferring student is offered on that campus.  [See policy FDB(LOCAL).] 

REQUEST FOR THE USE OF A SERVICE ANIMAL 

A parent of a student who uses a service animal because of the studentôs disability must 

submit a request in writing to the campus administrator at least ten district business days 

before bringing the service animal on campus. 

PARENTS OF STUDENTS WHO SPEAK A PRIMARY LANGUAGE 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primary language is 

not English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English.  If 

the student qualifies for these extra services, the Language Proficiency Assessment 

Committee (LPAC) will determine the types of services the student needs, including 

accommodations or modifications related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and 
state-mandated assessments. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES 

Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district 

requirements, including: 

¶ Immunization requirements. 

¶ Grade level, course, or educational program placement. 

¶ Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities. 

¶ Graduation requirements 

In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent related to leave or 

deployment activities may be excused by the district.  The district will permit no more 

than five (5) excused absences per year for this purpose. 

Additional information may be found at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=7995.  

TITLE I SERVICES 

SCHOOL-WIDE PARENT SCHOOL COMPACT 

The purpose of the parent-school compact is to communicate a common understanding of 

home and school responsibilities to assure that every child attains high standards and a 

quality education. 

The Schoolôs Responsibility 

Wolfe City ISD will: 
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¶ communicate with parents and notify them of school events in a timely, efficient 

manner 

¶ communicate learning expectations for students at each grade level 

¶ provide an environment that promotes positive communication between the 

teacher, parent, and student 

¶ provide homework assignments that will reinforce classroom instruction 

¶ provide opportunities for parent conferences and school functions to maximize 

parent participation 

¶ provide all high school and middle school students with planners and with daily 

updates to be written in the planners 

The Parentôs Responsibility 

As a parent, I will: 

¶ see that my child is on time and attends school regularly 

¶ establish a time for homework and review it regularly 

¶ encourage my childôs efforts and be available for questions 

¶ read aloud to my child and let my child see me read 

¶ be an interested listener as my child reads to me 

¶ help my child establish a routine for school days 

¶ attend parent/teacher conferences 

¶ support the school in its effort to maintain proper discipline 

¶ help my child learn to resolve differences in positive ways 

¶ stay aware of what my child is learning 

¶ respect school staff and the cultural differences of others 

¶ review and check high school and middle school studentôs planners on a daily 
basis 

The Studentôs Responsibility 

As a student, I will: 

¶ attend school regularly 

¶ work hard to do my best in class and schoolwork 

¶ help keep my school safe 

¶ ask for help when I need it 

¶ respect and cooperate with other students and adults 
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¶ use the high school and middle school planner responsibly and make accurate 

entries on a daily basis 

TITLE 1 PART A:  CAMPUS-PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY 

Acknowledging that parents are a studentôs first teachers and that this continuing support 

is essential for academic success, the Wolfe City ISD is committed to the following 

parent involvement policy: 

¶ Parents will annually receive information concerning the implementation of the 

school-wide Title 1 Part A Program and will be encouraged to offer suggestions 

for improving/strengthening the program. 

¶ Parents will be given timely information concerning overall student performance 
standards and expectations. 

¶ Parents will be given timely information concerning campus/state assessment 

instruments, local assessment measures, TAKS, etc. 

¶ Parents will be offered opportunities for learning how to foster improved 

academic performance for their child through various campus activities. 

¶ Parent representatives will be involved in the development, review, and 
evaluation of the campus improvement plan. 

¶ School-wide Title 1 Part A parents will be given an opportunity annually to 

participate in the School/Parent Compact. 

¶ Parents of students participating in school-wide supplementary services will be 

asked to complete surveys seeking evaluation of the academic instructional 
program and parent involvement. 

The Parent Involvement Coordinator, who works with parents of students participating in 

Title I programs is Campus Administrator Ola Owens and may be contacted at 903-496-
7333. 

COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNSðBy Students or Parents 

Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed by a phone call or a 

conference with the teacher.  For those complaints and concerns that cannot be handled 

so easily, the district has adopted a standard complaint policy at FNG(LOCAL) in the 

districtôs policy manual. A copy of this policy may be obtained in the campus 
administratorôs or superintendentôs office. 

After contacting the teacher, if the problem is not resolved, the student or parent should 
discuss the complaint with the campus administrator. 

If still unresolved, a written complaint and a request for a conference should be sent to 

the superintendent.  If still unresolved, the district provides for the complaint to be 
presented to the board of trustees. 
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MEDICINE AT SCHOOL 

Students are not permitted to possess and/or administer prescription medication, 

nonprescription medication, herbal substances, anabolic steroids, or dietary supplements. 

District employees will not give a student prescription medication, nonprescription 

medication, herbal substances, anabolic steroids, or dietary supplements, with the 
following exceptions: 

¶ Only authorized employees, in accordance with policy FFAC, may administer: 

¶ Prescription medication, in the original, properly labeled container, provided by 

the parent, along with a written request.  

¶ Prescription medication from a properly labeled unit dosage container filled by a 

registered nurse or another qualified district employee from the original, properly 

labeled container. 

¶ Nonprescription medication, in the original, properly labeled container, provided 
by the parent along with a written request. 

¶ Herbal or dietary supplements provided by the parent only if required by the 

studentôs individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan for a 
student with disabilities. 

¶ In certain emergency situations, the district will maintain and administer to a student 

nonprescription medication, but only: 

¶ In accordance with the guidelines developed with the districtôs medical advisor; 
and 

¶ When the parent has previously provided written consent to emergency treatment 
on the districtôs form. 

A student with asthma or severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) may be permitted to 

possess and use prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication at school or school-related 

events only if he or she has written authorization from his or her parent and a physician 

or other licensed health-care provider.  The student must also demonstrate to his or her 

physician or health-care provider and to the school nurse the ability to use the prescribed 
medication, including any device required to administer the medication.   

If the student has been prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication for use during the 

school day, the student and parents should discuss this with the school nurse or campus 

administrator. 

In accordance with a studentôs individual health plan for management of diabetes, a 

student with diabetes will be permitted to possess and use monitoring and treatment 

supplies and equipment while at school or at a school-related activity.  See the school 

nurse or campus administrator for information.  [See policy FFAF(LEGAL).] 
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION  

A student will be promoted only on the basis of academic achievement or demonstrated 

proficiency in the subject matter of the course or grade level, to include passing all state 

mandated tests including STAAR and TAKS (for grades 10 and 11).  To earn credit in a 

course, a student must receive a grade of at least 70 based on course-level or grade-level 

standards, pass all sections of state-mandated tests, and be in compliance with the 90% 
attendance rule. 

In addition, at certain grade levels a studentðwith limited exceptionsðwill be required 

to pass the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STARR), if the student 

is enrolled in a public Texas school on any day between January 1 and the date of the first 
administration of the STAAR.* 

¶ In order to be promoted to grade 6, students enrolled in grade 5 must perform 

satisfactorily on the mathematics and reading sections of the grade 5 assessment in 
English or Spanish. 

¶ In order to be promoted to grade 9, students enrolled in grade 8 must perform 

satisfactorily on the mathematics and reading sections of the grade 8 assessment in 
English. 

*Because the 2011-2012 school year is the first year of implementation of the STAAR, 

students will not be required by state law to perform satisfactorily on the grade 5 or 8 

STAARs for this one year only in order to be promoted to the next grade level.  For the 

2011-2012 school year only, promotion to grades 6 and 9 shall be based on the same 

criteria as all other elementary and middle school grade levels. 

If a student in grade 5 or 8 is enrolled in a course that earns high school credit and for 

which an end-of-course (EOC) assessment will be administered or in a course intended 

for students above the studentôs current grade level in which the student will be 

administered a state mandated assessment, the student will not be subject to the 

promotion requirements described above for the relevant grade 5 or 8 assessment.  

However, the studentôs score on the EOC assessment will be used in determining whether 
the student meets the minimum cumulative score required for graduation. 

If a student is enrolled in a class or course intended for students above his or her current 

grade level in which the student will be administered a state mandated assessment, the 

student will only be required to take an applicable state mandated assessment for the 
course in which he or she is enrolled. 

[See Standardized Testing on page 21.] 

Parents of a student in grades 3-8 who does not perform satisfactorily on his or her exams 

will be notified that their child will participate in special instructional programs designed 

to improve performance.  The student may be required to participate in this instruction 
before or after normal school hours or outside of the normal school year. 

With the exception of the 2011-2012 school year, a student in grade 5 or 8 will have two 

additional opportunities to take a failed test.  If a student fails a second time, a grade 

placement committee, consisting of the campus administrator or designee, the teacher, 

and the studentôs parent, will determine the additional special instruction the student will 
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receive.  After a third failed attempt, the student will be retained; however, the parent can 

appeal this decision to the committee.  In order for a student in grade 5 or 8 to be 

promoted, based on standards previously established by the district, the decision of the 

committee must be unanimous and the student must complete additional special 

instruction before beginning the next grade level. Whether the student is retained or 

promoted, an educational plan for the student will be designed to enable the student to 
perform at grade level by the end of the next school year.  [See policies at EIE.] 

Certain studentsðsome with disabilities and some with limited English proficiencyð

may be eligible for exemptions, accommodations, or deferred testing.  For more 

information, see the campus administrator, counselor, or special education director. 

A Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) will be prepared for any student in middle school or 

beyond who did not perform satisfactorily on a state-mandated assessment or is 

determined by the district as not likely to earn a high school diploma before the fifth 

school year following enrollment in grade 9.  The PGP will be designed and implemented 

by a guidance counselor, teacher, or other staff member designated by the campus 

administrator.  The plan will, among other items, identify the studentôs educational goals, 

address the parentôs educational expectations for the student, and outline an intensive 

instruction program for the student.  [For additional information, see the counselor and 

policy EIF(LEGAL)]  For a student receiving special education services, the studentôs 

IEP may serve as the studentôs PGP and would therefore be developed by the studentôs 
ARD committee. 

In addition, students must meet the following promotion standards established by the 
district in order to be promoted: 

High School 

A student may receive credit on the basis of academic achievement, to include 

passing state-mandated tests.  To earn credit in a course, a student must receive a 

grade of 70 based on course-level or grade-level standards, pass the subject area 

state-mandated test, if any, and be in compliance with the 90% attendance rule.  

In some cases, students will be given the opportunity to re-gain credit through 

credit recovery programs such as computer-based instruction or during the 

summer program.  See the campus administrator for information on course 
offerings. 

Students in grade 11 must pass the secondary exit-level assessment in English 

language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science in order to receive a 

diploma or participate in graduation activities.  A student who does not pass the 

exit-level assessment will have additional opportunities to take the test.  Certain 

studentsðsome with disabilities and some with limited English proficiencyðmay 

be eligible for exemptions, accommodations, or deferred testing.  For more 

information, see the campus administrator, counselor, or special education 
director. 
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High School and Middle School 

Students who fail any portion of the STAAR or TAKS (for grades 10 and 11) test 

will be denied credit in the subject area they failed, unless they complete an 

intensive summer program in which the student demonstrates acceptable 

attendance and participation.  For example, if a freshman student fails the math 

portion of the STAAR, they will be denied credit in their math course, usually 

Algebra I, regardless of the grade made in that class, unless they attend the 
summer program. [See Summer School on page 26.] 

Middle School 

A student must pass four out of five core subjects (English, Math, Science, 

Reading, and Social Studies) and must have a cumulative average of 70 in all 
courses. 

Middle School and Elementary School 

Parents of students who do not perform satisfactorily on the STAAR exams in 

grades 5 and 8 will be notified that their child will participate in special 

instructional programs designed to improve performance.  These students will 

also have two additional opportunities to take the test.  If the student fails a 

second time, a grade placement committee, consisting of the campus 

administrator or designee, the teacher, and the studentôs parent, will determine the 

additional special instruction the student will receive.  After a third failed attempt, 

the student will be retained; however, the parent can appeal this decision to the 

committee.  In order for the student to be promoted, based on standards 

previously established by the district, the decision of the committee must be 

unanimous.  Whether the student is retained or promoted, an educational plan for 

the student will be designed to enable the student to perform at grade level by the 

end of the next school year. 

Elementary School 

A student must pass math and reading to be promoted to the next grade.  He/she 

must also exhibit grade level scores on end of the year testing and meet 

attendance requirements to be promoted. 

RELEASE OF STUDENTS FROM SCHOOL 

Because class time is important, doctorôs appointments should be scheduled, if possible, 

at times when the student will not miss instructional time. 

A student who will need to leave school prior to his or her regular release time must bring 

a note from his or her parent that morning or be released by a phone call from his or her 

parent, and they must follow the campus sign-out procedures before leaving the campus.  

Otherwise, a student will not be released from school at times other than at the end of the 

school day.  Unless the campus administrator has granted approval because of 

extenuating circumstances, a student will not regularly be released before the end of the 

instructional day.  Early release shall be limited to senior students pursuing college credit 
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and students as determined by an ARD committee.  [See Loitering After Dismissal on 
page 81.] 

At the high school campus, students are limited to two (2) check-outs per semester for 

personal business.  Also, students are not permitted to check out to go to lunch.  The 

campus administrator or designee will determine if the reason for checking out is 

considered personal business.  After the second check-out, students will receive a 

detention.  [See Closed Campus on page 82.] 

At the elementary campus, students are limited to two (2) early check-outs per semester 

for personal business.  These check-outs will require a parent note and will count towards 
five (5) parent notes.  [See Elementary Attendance Policy on page 33.] 

If a student becomes ill during the school day, the student should receive permission from 

the teacher before reporting to the school nurse or office.  The nurse or campus 

administratorôs designee will decide whether or not the student should be sent home and 
will notify the studentôs parent. 

LATE ARRIVAL TO SCHOOL 

A student who is tardy to class will receive a detention and will be disciplined in 

accordance with the campus attendance policy.  Repeated instances of tardiness will 
result in more severe disciplinary action.  

REPORT CARDS / PROGRESS REPORTS AND CONFERENCES 

Report cards with each studentôs grades or performance and absences in each class or 

subject are issued to parents at least once every 9 weeks according to the schedule in the 

table below. 

Progress reports are also issued according to the schedule in the table below.  Parents will 

be given an unsatisfactory progress report if their childôs performance in any course OR 

in English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies is near or below 70, or is 

below the expected level of performance.  If the student receives a grade lower than 70 in 

any class or subject at the end of any grading period, the parent may request or be 

requested to schedule a conference with the teacher of that class or subject.  [See 

Working Together on page 4 for how to schedule a conference.] 
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GRADING PERIOD DATES 

The important dates to remember with respect to progress reports and report cards are as 
follows: 

 Grading Period Grading Period Ends Report Sent Home 

 Progress Report September 9, 2011 Week Of: September 2 

UIL  Progress Report September 30, 2011 Week Of: October 3 

UIL  Report Card 

1
st
 9-Weeks 

October 14, 2011 Week Of: October 17 

 Progress Report November 4, 2011 Week Of: November 7 

 Progress Report December 2, 2011 Week Of: December 5 

UIL  Report Card 

2
nd

 9-Weeks 

December 16, 2011 Week Of: January 2 

 Progress Report January 20, 2012 Week Of: January 23 

 Progress Report February 10, 2012 Week Of: February 13 

UIL  Report Card 

3
rd

 9-Weeks 

March 9, 2012 Week Of: March 19 

 Progress Report April 13, 2012 Week Of: April 16 

 Progress Report May 11, 2012 Week Of: May 14 

 Report Card 

4
th

 9-Weeks 

May 31, 2012 Week Of: June 4 

 
[See UIL Eligibility  on page 57.] 

Report cards and progress reports must be signed by the parent and should be returned to 

the school within 7 days.  Students who do not return report cards and progress reports 
within the time limit will receive a detention. 

[See Grading Guidelines on page 61 for more information.] 

MANDATORY TUTORING 

Students who are failing a class at any progress reporting period will be required to 

attend mandatory tutoring until they are passing all their classes at the next progress 

reporting period.  Mandatory tutoring will take place during the instructional day. 

Attendance in mandatory tutoring will be enforced in accordance with the provisions of 
Texas Education Code 25.085, 25.086, 29.084. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

The district provides special programs for gifted and talented students, homeless students, 

bilingual students, migrant students, students with limited English proficiency, dyslexic 
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students, and students with disabilities.  The coordinator of each program can answer 

questions about eligibility requirements, as well as programs and services offered in the 

district or by other organizations.  A student or parent with questions about these 
programs should contact the counselor. 

PARENTS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

Parents of students with learning difficulties or who may need special education services 

may request an evaluation for special education at any time.  For more information 
contact District Special Education Director Sondra Northcutt at 903-496-7333. 

OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO 
STUDENTS WHO HAVE LEARNING DIFFICULTIES OR WHO NEED OR 
MAY NEED SPECIAL EDUCATION 

If a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the parent may contact the person listed 

below to learn about the districtôs overall general education referral or screening system 

for support services.  This system links students to a variety of support options, including 

referral for a special education evaluation.  Students having difficulty in the regular 

classroom should be considered for tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or 

behavior support services that are available to all students including a process based on 

Response to Intervention (RtI).  The implementation of RtI has the potential to have a 

positive impact on the ability of school districts to meet the needs of all struggling 

students. 

At any time, a parent is entitled to request an evaluation for special education services.  

Within a reasonable amount of time, the district must decide if the evaluation is needed.  

If evaluation is needed, the parent will be notified and asked to provide informed written 

consent for the evaluation.  The district must complete the evaluation and the report 

within 60 calendar days of the date the district receives the written consent.  The district 
must give a copy of the report to the parent. 

If the district determines that the evaluation is not needed, the district will provide the 

parent with prior written notice that explains why the child will not be evaluated.  This 

written notice will include a statement that informs the parents of their rights if they 

disagree with the district.  The district is required to give parents the Notice of 

Procedural SafeguardsðRights of Parents of Students with Disabilities.  Additional 

information regarding the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is available 

from the school district in a companion document, A Guide to the Admission, Review, 

and Dismissal Process. 

The following Web sites provide information to those who are seeking information and 
resources specific to students with disabilities and their families: 

Texas Project First at http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/ 

Partners Resource Network, at http://www.partnerstx.org/howPRNhelps.html 

The designated person to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learning 

difficulties or a referral for evaluation for special education services is Sondra Northcutt 

at 903-496-7333. 

http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/
http://www.partnerstx.org/howPRNhelps.html
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STANDARDIZED TESTING 

SAT/ACT (Scholastic Aptitude Test and American College Test) 

Many colleges require either the American College Test (ACT) or the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SAT) for admission.  Students are encouraged to talk with the counselor 

early during their junior year to determine the appropriate exam to take; these exams are 
usually taken at the end of the junior year. 

The ACT or SAT may be available at no cost to students.  In addition, students in grades 

8 and 10 may have the opportunity to take the corresponding preparation assessments at 

no charge.  Please check with the counselor for details. 

STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness) 

Grades 3-8 

In addition to routine tests and other measures of achievement, students at certain grade 

levels will take state-mandated assessments, such as the STAAR, in the following 
subjects: 

Mathematics, annually in grades 3-8 

Reading, annually in grades 3-8 

Writing, including spelling and grammar, in grades 4 and 7 

Science in grades 5 and 8 

Social Studies in grade 8 

Successful performance on the reading and math assessments in grades 5 and 8 is 

required by law in order for the student to be promoted to the next grade level.  For the 

2011-2012 school year only, this requirement will be waived.  See Promotion and 

Retention on page 15 for additional information. 

STAAR Modified and STAAR Alternate, for students receiving special education 

services, will be available for eligible students, as determined by the studentôs ARD 
committee. 

STAAR-L is a linguistically accommodated assessment that is available for certain 

limited English proficient (LEP) students, as determined by the studentôs Language 

Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC). 

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments for Students in Grades 9-12 

Beginning with ninth graders in the 2011-2012 school year, end-of-course (EOC) 
assessments will be administered for the following courses: 

Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 

English I, English II, and English III 

Biology, Chemistry, and Physics 

World Geography, World History, and United States History 
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Satisfactory performance on the applicable assessments will be required for graduation 
and will also affect the plan under which the student may graduate. 

Normally, there will be three testing windows during the year in which a student may 

take an ECO assessment, which will occur during the fall, spring, and summer months.  

For the 2011-2012 school year, however; there will be only the spring and summer 
administrations of the EOC assessments. 

In each content area (English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies), a 

student must achieve a cumulative score.  To determine whether the student meets the 

cumulative score, the studentôs EOC assessment scores in each content area will be added 

together.  If the studentôs total score on the assessments within the content area is not 

equal to or greater than the cumulative score set by TEA, the student may retake any of 

the assessments in that content area until the student achieves the cumulative score.  A 

student who does not achieve the minimum required score on any individual assessment 

will be required to retake that assessment. 

A student may choose to retake an EOC assessment in situations other than those listed 
above as well. 

STAAR Modified and STAAR Alternate, for students receiving special education 

services, will be available for eligible students, as determined by the studentôs ARD 

committee.  These particular EOC assessments may have different testing windows than 

the general assessments, and the ARD committee will determine whether successful 
performance on the assessments will be required for graduation. 

STAAR-L, which is a linguistically accommodated assessment, will be available for 

students who have been determined to be limited English proficient (LEP) and who 
require this type of testing accommodation. 

Additional information will be provided to students and parents prior to the spring 2012 
administrations. 

Also see Course Credit on page 47, Grading Guidelines on page 61, and Graduation 

on page 61 for additional information. 

TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) 

TAKS is a state-mandated assessment currently being transitioned to the STAAR 

program.  However, depending on the grade level of the student, TAKS may still be 
administered to a student. 

For a student in grade 10 or 11 during the 2011-2012 school year, the student will be 

assessed with TAKS in the subject areas of mathematics, English/language arts, social 

studies, and science.  The test at grade 11 is called ñexit-levelò TAKS, and satisfactory 
performance on this test is required for graduation. 

Also see Graduation on page 61 for more information. 

THEA (Texas Higher Education Assessment) 

Prior to enrollment in a Texas public college or university, most students must take a 
standardized test, such as the Texas Higher Education Assessment [THEA]). 
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The purpose of the THEA is to assess the reading, mathematics, and writing skills that 

entering freshmen-level students should have if the are to perform effectively in 

undergraduate certificate or degree programs in Texas publish colleges and universities.  

This test may be required before a student enrolls in a dual-credit course offered through 
the district as well. 

EXEMPTIONS AND RETEST POLICIES FOR STATE-MANDATED 
TESTS 

In order to take college classes, students must complete a college readiness exam(s).  

High school students may be exempt from state-mandated testing if they meet the 

qualifying standards on the 11
th
 grade TAKS test, the SAT, or the ACT.  See the 

counselor for more details. 

For detailed information concerning exemptions and retesting for state-mandated tests, 

contact the district assessment coordinator, DeAnna Henslee.  A copy of the state testing 

calendar can be located at www.tea.state.tx.us. 

STUDENT RECORDS 

Both federal and state laws safeguard student records from unauthorized inspection or use 

and provide parents and eligible students certain rights of privacy.  Before disclosing any 

personally identifiable information from a studentôs records, the district must verify the 

identity of the person, including a parent or the student, requesting the information.  For 

purposes of student records, an ñeligibleò student is one who is 18 or older OR who is 
attending an institution of postsecondary education. 

Virtually all information pertaining to student performance, including grades, test results, 

and disciplinary records, is considered confidential educational records.  Release is 

restricted to: 

¶ The parentsðwhether married, separated, or divorcedðunless the school is given a 

copy of the court order terminating parental rights or the right to access a studentôs 

education records. 

 

Federal law requires that, as soon as a student becomes 18, is emancipated by a court, 

or enrolls in a post-secondary institution, control of the records goes to the student.  

The parents may continue to have access to the records, however, if the student is a 

dependent for tax purposes and under limited circumstances when there is a threat to 

the health and safety of the student or other individuals. 

¶ District school officials who have what federal law refers to as a ñlegitimate 

educational interestò in a studentôs records.  School officials would include trustees 

and employees, such as the superintendent, administrators, and principals; teachers, 

counselors, diagnosticians, and support staff; a person or company with whom the 

district has contracted or allowed to provide a particular service or function (such as 

an attorney, consultant, auditor, medical consultant, therapist, or volunteer); a parent 

or student serving on a school committee; or a parent or student assisting a school 

official in the performance of his or her duties.  ñLegitimate education interestò in a 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
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studentôs records includes working with the student; considering disciplinary or 

academic actions, the studentôs case, or an individualized education program for a 

student with disabilities; compiling statistical data; reviewing an educational record to 

fulfill the officialôs professional responsibility; or investigating or evaluating 
programs. 

¶ Various governmental agencies, including juvenile service providers. 

¶ Individuals granted access in response to a subpoena or court order. 

¶ A school or institution of postsecondary education to which a student seeks or intends 

to enroll or in which he or she is already enrolled. 

Release to any other person or agencyðsuch as a prospective employer or for a 

scholarship applicationðwill occur only with parental or student permission as 
appropriate. 

The campus administrator is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the 

assigned school.  The superintendent is the custodian of all records for students who have 
withdrawn or graduated. 

Records may be inspected by a parent or eligible student during regular school hours.  

The records custodian or designee will respond to reasonable requests for explanation and 

interpretation of the records. 

A parent or eligible student who provides a written request and pays copying costs of ten 

cents per page may obtain copies.  If circumstances prevent inspection during regular 

school hours and the student qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, the district will 

either provide a copy of the records requested or make other arrangements for the parent 

or student to review these records.  The address of the superintendentôs office and 
campus administratorsô offices is P.O. Drawer L, Wolfe City, TX 75496 

A parent (or eligible student) may inspect the studentôs records and request a correction if 

the records are considered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the 

studentôs privacy rights.  A request to correct a studentôs record should be submitted to 

the campus administrator.  The request must clearly identify the part of the record that 

should be corrected and include an explanation of how the information in the record is 

inaccurate.  If the district denies the request to amend the records, the parent or eligible 

student  has the right to request a hearing.  If the records are not amended as a result of 

the hearing, the parent or eligible student has 30 school days to exercise the right to place 

a statement commenting on the information in the studentôs record.  Although improperly 

recorded grades may be challenged, contesting a studentôs grade in a course is handled 

through the general complaint process found in policy FNG(LOCAL).  A grade issued by 

a classroom teacher can be changed only if, as determined by the board of trustees, the 

grade is arbitrary, erroneous, or inconsistent with the districtôs grading policy.  [See 

Finality of Grades at FNG(legal), Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences 

on page 18 and Student or Parent Complaints and Concerns on page 13 for an 
overview of the process.] 
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The districtôs policy regarding student records found at FL(LEGAL) and (LOCAL) is 

available from the campus administratorôs or superintendentôs office or on the districtôs 

Web site at www.wcisd.net. 

The parentôs or eligible studentôs right of access to and copies of student records do not 

extend to all records.  Materials that are not considered education recordsðsuch as a 

teacherôs personal notes about a student that are shared only with a substitute teacherðdo 

not have to be made available to the parents or student. 

Please note: 

Parents or eligible students have the right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of 

Education if they believe the district is not in compliance with federal law regarding 
student records.  The complaint may be mailed to: 

Family Policy Compliance Office 

U. S. Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20202-5901 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

The law permits the district to designate certain personal information about students as 

ñdirectory information.ò  This ñdirectory informationò will be released to anyone who 
follows procedures for requesting it. 

However, release of a studentôs directory information may be prevented by the parent or 

an eligible student.  This objection must be made in writing to the campus administrator 

within ten school days of the childôs first day of instruction for this school year.  [See the 

ñNotices Regarding Directory Information and Parentôs Response Regarding Release of 
Student Information,ò which is separate from this handbook.] 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL-SPONSORED PURPOSES 

The district often needs to use student information for school-sponsored purposes.  This 

information will not be released to the public without the consent of the parent or eligible 
student. 

Unless you object to the use of your childôs information for these limited purposes, the 

school will not need to ask your permission each time the district wishes to use this 
information for school-sponsored purposes. 

RELEASE OF STUDENT INFORMATION TO MILITARY RECRUITERS 
AND INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

The district is required by federal law to comply with a request by a military recruiter or 

an institution of higher education for studentsô names, addresses, and telephone listings, 

unless parents have advised the district not to release their childôs information without 

prior written consent.  A form, ñParentôs Response Regarding Release of Information to 

Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher Education,ò which is separate from this 

handbook, should be completed if you do not want the district to provide this information 
to military recruiters or institutions of higher education. 

http://www.wcisd.net/
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SUMMER SCHOOL 

Summer School for 2012 will be from June 11 through June 21.  It will be Monday 

through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

TAKS (TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

See Standardized Testing on page 21. 

TRANSFER POLICY 

NONRESIDENT 

Transfer students will be considered if space is available. 

The campus administrator will review and determine if the following conditions have 
been satisfactorily met: 

1. Acceptable academic record including passing TAKS scores 

2. Compliance with compulsory and 90% attendance rules 

3. Acceptable disciplinary record 

Accepted student transfers can have their transfer status revoked if the campus 

administrator determines any one of the three conditions are not being met while at Wolfe 
City ISD. 

UNSAFE SCHOOLS 

Each district receiving assistance under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (20 U.S.C 6301 et seq.) must allow a student to attend a safe public 

elementary or secondary school within the district, including a public charter school, if 

the student: 

1. Attends a persistently dangerous public elementary or secondary school, as 
defined by the stateôs education agency; or 

2. Becomes a victim of a violent criminal offense while in or on the grounds of the 
school the student attends. 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 7912.  FDD(LEGAL)-P 

[See School Safety Transfers, on page 10, and Options and Requirements for 

Providing Assistance to Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need or 
May Need Special Education on page 20, for other transfer options.] 

WITHDRAWING FROM SCHOOL 

A student under 18 may be withdrawn from school only by a parent. The school requests 

notice from the parent at least three days in advance so that records and documents may 

be prepared.  The parent may obtain a withdrawal form from the campus administratorôs 

office. 
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On the studentôs last day, the withdrawal form must be presented to each teacher for 

current grade averages and book clearance; to the librarian to ensure a clear library 

record; to the clinic or office for health records; to the campus secretary for the last report 

card and course clearance; and finally, to the campus administrator.  A copy of the 

withdrawal form will be given to the student, and a copy will be placed in the studentôs 

permanent record. 

A student who is 18 or older, who is married, or who has been declared by a court to be 
an emancipated minor, may withdraw without parental signature. 
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SECTION II 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 

STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

Topics in this section of the handbook contain information on academics, school 

activities, and school operations and requirements.  Take a moment with your child to 

become familiar with the various issues addressed in this section.  It is conveniently 

organized in alphabetical order to serve as a quick-reference when you or your child has a 

question about a specific school-related issue.  Should you be unable to find the 
information on a particular topic, please contact your childôs campus administrator. 

ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE 

Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her 

educationðto benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each dayôs learning 

on the previous dayôs, and to grow as an individual.  Absences from class may result in 

serious disruption of a studentôs mastery of the instructional materials; therefore, the 

student and parent should make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences.  Two state 

laws, one dealing with compulsory attendance, the other with attendance for course 

credit, are of special interest to students and parents.  They are discussed below: 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

State law requires that a student between the ages of six and 18 attend school, as well as 

any applicable accelerated instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial 
session, unless the student is otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt. 

A student who voluntarily attends or enrolls after his or her 18
th
 birthday is required to 

attend each school day until the end of the school year and is subject to compulsory 

attendance laws, if the student is under 21 years old.  In addition, if a student 18 or older 

has more than five unexcused absences in a semester the district may revoke the studentôs 

enrollment.  The studentôs presence on school property thereafter would be unauthorized 
and may be considered trespassing.  [See policy FEA] 

Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school.  State 

law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when kindergarten, 

first grade, or second grade students are assigned to such a program.  Parents will be 

notified in writing if their child is assigned to an accelerated reading instruction program 
as a result of a diagnostic reading instrument. 

A student in grades 3-8 will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction 

program, which may occur before or after school or during the summer; if the student 

does not meet the passing standards on the state assessment for his or her grade level and 
applicable subject area. 
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EXEMPTIONS TO COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types 

of absences if the student makes up all work.  These include the following activities and 

events: 

¶ Religious holy days; 

¶ Required court appearances; 

¶ Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship; 

¶ Service as an election clerk; and 

¶ Documented health-care appointments, including absences for recognized services for 

students diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders.  A note from the health-care 
provider must be submitted upon the studentôs return to campus. 

In addition a senior studentôs absence of up to two days related to visiting a college or 

university will be considered an exemption, provided the student receives approval from 

the campus principal, follows the campus procedures to verify such a visit, and makes up 
any work missed. 

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 

School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory 

attendance law.  A student absent without permission from school; from any class; 

from required special programs, such as additional special instruction (termed 

ñaccelerated instructionò by the state) assigned by the grade placement committee 

and basic skills for ninth graders; or from required tutorials will be considered in 

violation of the compulsory attendance law and subject to disciplinary action. 

Unless specifically exempt, an enrolled student who is eligible must attend all classes 

which includes extended-year programs or required tutorial classes that is provided 

by the district for students identified as likely not to be promoted to the next grade 

level.  Tutorials, Saturday School, Student Action Management, and any other after 

hourôs school are considered to be extended-year programs.  Refer to Texas 

Education Code 25.085, 25.086, 29.084. 

A court of law may also impose penalties against both the student and his or her parents 

if a school-aged student is deliberately not attending school.  A complaint against the 
parent may be filed in court if the student: 

¶ Has an unexcused absence from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a 

six-month period in the same school year, or 

¶ Has an unexcused absence from school on three or more days or parts of days within 

a four-week period. 

For a student younger than 12 years of age, the studentôs parent could be charged with a 
criminal offense based on the studentôs failure to attend school. 

If a student between the ages of 12 and 18 violates the compulsory attendance law, both 
the parent and student could be charged with a criminal offense. 
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If the student is age 18 or older, the student, but not the studentôs parents, would be 

subject to penalties as a result of the studentôs violation of state compulsory attendance 

law. 

[See policy FEA(LEGAL)] 

ATTENDANCE FOR CREDIT 

To receive credit in a class, a student must attend at least 90 percent of the days the class 

is offered.  A student who attends at least 75 percent but fewer than 90 percent of the 

days the class is offered may receive credit for the class if he or she completes a plan, 

approved by the campus administrator, that allows the student to fulfill the instructional 

requirements for the class.  If a student is involved in a criminal or juvenile court 

proceeding, the approval of the judge presiding over the case will also be required before 

the student receives credit for the class. 

If a student who attends less than 75 percent of the days a class is offered or has not 

completed a plan approved by the campus administrator, then the student will be referred 

to the attendance review committee to determine whether there are extenuating 

circumstances for the absences and how the student can regain credit, if appropriate.  [See 
policies at FEC].   

In determining whether there were extenuating circumstances for the absences, the 
attendance committee will use the following guidelines: 

¶ All absences will be considered in determining whether a student has attended the 

required percentage of days.  If makeup work is completed, absences for the reasons 

listed above at Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance on page 29 will be 
considered days of attendance for this purpose. 

¶ A transfer or migrant student begins to accumulate absences only after he or she has 

enrolled in the district.  

¶ In reaching a decision about a studentôs absences, the committee will attempt to 
ensure that it is in the best interest of the student. 

¶ The committee will consider the acceptability and authenticity of documented reasons 

for the studentôs absences. 

¶ The committee will consider whether the absences were for reasons over which the 

student or the studentôs parent could exercise any control.   

¶ The committee will consider the extent to which the student has completed all 

assignments, mastered the essential knowledge and skills, and maintained passing 

grades in the course or subject. 

¶ The student or parent will be given an opportunity to present any information to the 
committee about the absences and to talk about ways to earn or regain credit. 

The Attendance Review Committee can require a variety of options to grant credit.  For 

example, attendance in the districtôs summer program or making up hours in Saturday 
School are just a few of these options. 
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Makeup dates for the fall and the spring semesters will be determined by campus 

administrators.  Students who do not complete make-up hours will be denied credit.  

Students who qualify for regaining credit during Saturday School will be charged an 
administrative fee of $5 per hour. 

The student or parent may appeal the committeeôs decision to the board of trustees by 
filing a written request with the superintendent in accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL). 

The actual number of days a student must be in attendance in order to receive credit will 

depend on whether the class is for a full semester or for a full year.  

PARENTôS NOTE AFTER AN ABSENCE 

When a student must be absent from school, the studentðupon returning to schoolð

must bring a note, signed by the parent that describes the reason for the absence.  A note 

signed by the student, even with the parentôs permission, will not be accepted unless the 

student is 18 or older. [See High School and Middle Attendance Policy on page 32 or 
Elementary School Attendance Policy on page 33.] 

DOCTORôS NOTE AFTER AN ABSENCE FOR ILLNESS 

Upon return to school, a student absent for more than five (5) consecutive days because 

of a personal illness must bring a statement from a licensed health-care provider verifying 
the illness or condition that caused the studentôs extended absence from school. 

Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance 

committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or 

condition that caused the studentôs absence from school. 

[See policy FEC(LOCAL).] 

DRIVER LICENSE ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION 

For a student between the ages of 16 and 18 to obtain a driver license, written parental 

permission must be provided for the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) to access 

the studentôs attendance records and, in certain circumstances, for a school administrator 
to provide the studentôs attendance information to DPS. 

PLANNED ABSENCES 

On all campuses, planned absences must be approved by the campus administrator one 
(1) week in advance for the absences to be excused. 

On the high school campus, seniors are limited to two (2) college days with prior 

approval. 
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HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-12 GRADE) ATTENDANCE 
POLICY 

Parents Must Report Absences 

For an absence to be noted as excused, the circumstances must meet those approved by 

the Texas Education Agency and the Wolfe City ISD Board of Trustees. 

¶ PARENTS MUST DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING: 

#1--A parent MUST call the school office on the day of the absence before 

3:30 p.m. and state the reason for the studentôs absence in order for the absence to be 

noted as excused. 

AND 

#2--A note signed and dated by the parent and stating the reason for the absence, 

MUST be brought by the student upon returning to school.  The note MUST be 

received by the school office on the day the student returns to school.  This 

includes notes from a licensed health-care provider. 

¶ After the 5
th

 day of absence per semester with a note from the parent, the campus 

administrator or the campus administratorôs designee will require additional 

documentation from a licensed health-care provider in order for the absence to be 

excused. 

¶ Parents shall be notified upon the third unexcused absence per semester. 

¶ A student with an excused absence should promptly makeup specific assignments 

missed and/or complete additional in-depth studies assigned by the teacher.  A 

student who does not makeup assigned work within the time allotted by the teacher 

will then receive both a grade of zero (0) on the assignment plus a ZAP detention.  

[See Makeup Work  on page 76.] 

Tardies 

¶ Teachers will track student tardiness.  The first tardy of each semester will result in a 

verbal warning to the student.  All further tardies will result in a detention.  Three 

tardies will equal one (1) UNEXCUSED ABSENCE. 

¶ If a teacher holds a student after class, the teacher will either accompany the student 

to the next class or send a note to explain the tardy. 

Unexcused Absences 

Students who receive an unexcused absence will: 

#1--Be assigned Saturday School for each unexcused absence. 

AND 

#2--Be required to makeup all assignments in accordance with the Makeup Work Policy; 

however, the maximum score will not be greater than 70.  If any missed assignments 

are not made-up according to the Makeup Work Policy, then the student will also receive 

both a grade of zero (0) on the assignment plus a ZAP detention.  [See Makeup Work on 

page 76.] 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (PK-5TH GRADE) ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Parents Must Report Absences 

For an absence to be noted as excused, the circumstances must meet those approved by 
the Texas Education Agency and the Wolfe City ISD Board of Trustees. 

¶ PARENTS MUST DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING: 

#1--A parent MUST call the school office on the day of the absence before 

3:30 p.m. and state the reason for the studentôs absence in order for the absence to be 
noted as excused. 

AND 

#2--A note signed and dated by the parent and stating the reason for the absence, 

MUST be brought by the student upon returning to school.  The note MUST be 

received by the school office on the day the student returns to school.  This 
includes notes from a licensed health-care provider. 

¶ After the 5
th

 day of absence per semester with a note from the parent, the campus 

administrator or the campus administratorôs designee will require additional 

documentation from a licensed health-care provider in order for the absence to be 
excused. 

¶ A parent note is required for early checkouts and will count towards five (5) parent 

notes.  A student may be checked out of the Elementary School early on two 

occasions per each semester.  Any other check-outs that have not been preapproved 
by the principal will be subject to an unexcused absence. 

¶ Parents shall be notified upon the third unexcused absence per semester. 

¶ Work made-up from excused absences must be done within the time limits set by the 

teacher.  The student will receive zeros (0) in all classes that are missed due to an 
unexcused circumstance. 

Tardies 

¶ Students who are late to class will receive detention, ISS, or ECO to be assigned by 

the campus administrator.  Three tardies will equal one (1) UNEXCUSED 
ABSENCE. 

Unexcused Absences 

Students who receive unexcused absences will: 

¶ Receive zeros on all assignments. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

The school counselor provides students and their parents with information regarding 

academic programs to prepare for higher education and career choices.  Most 9
th
 grade 

students will be required to enroll in the Recommended High School Program or 
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Distinguished Achievement Program.  [For more information, see Graduation 

Programs on page 62 of this handbook and policies at EIF.] 

[See Academic Counseling on page 47.] 

NONTRADITIONAL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

[See Requirements for a High School Diploma on page 61.] 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

There will be honor rolls at each campus level.  Eligibility will be determined by a set of 

guidelines on file with each campus administrator.  [See Academic Counseling page 47.] 

High School 

Students will be on the A Honor Roll if they earn an A in every class.  Students 

will be on the A/B Honor Roll if they earn all Aôs and Bôs in every class.  These 

students will receive various incentives throughout the grading periods. 

Middle School 

Students will be on the A Honor Roll if they earn an A in every class.  Students 

will be on the A/B Honor Roll if they earn all Aôs and Bôs in every class.  

Students will also receive recognition for citizenship and perfect attendance.  
These students will receive various incentives throughout the grading periods. 

Elementary School 

Trophies will be given at the end of the year in various categories for students 
who have been enrolled at the elementary campus for the entire year. 

BACKPACKS, BAGS, AND GYM BAGS 

¶ No gym bags will be allowed in the classroom.  Students must take their athletic 

supplies and equipment to the gym in the morning prior to any tardy bells.  Students 
shall not bring gym bags into the main buildings. 

¶ If a student chooses to carry a backpack, it must be stored in a safe manner at all 

times.  (1
st
 time ï warning; 2

nd
 time ï privilege taken away) 

¶ Backpacks with wheels are not permitted. 

¶ Any backpacks left unattended in the hall will be taken to the office and the student 

will lose their privilege of carrying a backpack at the discretion of the campus 
administrator. 

BULLYING 

Bullying occurs when a student or group of students engages in written or verbal 
expressions or physical conduct against another student and the behavior: 
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¶ Results in harm to the student or the studentôs property, 

¶ Places a student in fear of physical harm or of damage to the studentôs property, or 

¶ Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating, threatening or 

abusive educational environment. 

Bullying is prohibited by the district and could include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing, 

assault, demands for money, confinement, destruction of property, theft of valued 

possessions, name-calling, rumor-spreading, and ostracism.  In some cases, bullying can 
occur through electronic methods, called ñcyberbullying.ò 

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying or has witnessed bullying of 

another student, it is important for the student or parent to notify a teacher, counselor, 

principal, or another district employee as soon as possible.  The administration will 

investigate any allegations of bullying and will take appropriate disciplinary action if an 

investigation indicates that bullying has occurred.  Disciplinary or other action may be 
taken even if the conduct did not rise to the level of bullying. 

Any retaliation against a student who reports an incident of bullying is prohibited. 

[Also see School Safety Transfers on page 10, Hazing on page 67, and policy 
FFI(LOCAL).] 

CAFETERIA SERVICES 

The district participates in the School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch 

Program and offers students nutritionally balanced meals daily.  Free and reduced-price 

meals are available based on financial need.  Information about a studentôs participation 
is confidential.  To apply, see the following cafeteria staff members: 

High School Campus Marcie Duncan 

Middle School Campus Courtney Hackney 

Elementary Campus Courtney Hackney 

The district follows the federal and state guidelines regarding foods of minimal 

nutritional value being served or sold on school premises during the school day.  [For 
more information, see policy CO(LEGAL).] 

For information regarding district and campus policies during lunch and breakfast 
periods, see Closed Campus on page 82 and Visitors to School on page 87. 

Texas Department of Agriculture School Nutrition Policy 

The Texas Department of Agriculture School Nutrition Policy (TDA) prohibits parents 

from bringing outside lunch meals for students other than their own child.  It also 

prohibits competition of any food product or sale during the school day.  Each campus is 

allowed 3 exemption days for this rule.  These days are selected by the campus 

administrator of that particular campus.  For more information, visit 
www.squaremeals.org or contact the school. 

http://www.squaremeals.org/
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What Is a Student Lunch? 

To ensure that students select healthy meals from the choices offered, the program 

requires that students select an entrée and 1 or 2 side dishes offered daily (according to 

how many choices they have).  A variety of milk is offered and free of charge with any 

school lunch.  Pre-K through 5
th
 grade must take milk with their lunch, but 6

th
 grade up 

may make another selection.  Students not selecting at least an entrée and a side will be 

charged the ala carte price for each selection.   

All grades except Pre3 and PreK will have Offer versus Serve options.  These students 

may have a serving of each menu item, but must have at least three (3) food items with 

one (1) being an entree.  Burritos and hot pockets are offered as entrees if listed on 
menus.  Students must make the choice to accept or refuse any item. 

Some snack items are available.  A-la-carte items are any items other than a tray meal.  

This includes milk, juice, snacks, and extra tray items. 

Family Accounts 

Family accounts where all members may draw from one account are available to families 

with more than one student.  Parents must make the choice for FAMILY or 

INDIVIDUAL accounts and purchases of a-la-carte items from the account.  One check 

or money amount may be sent to be divided to more than one individual account if 

specified amounts are noted.  Students at the Elementary School Campus and Middle 

School Campus may use a ñfamily accountò; however, students at the High School 
Campus must use a separate account. 

Charging Policy 

Students are only allowed to charge the cost of 3 lunches once their account is at a zero 

balance.  At that time, they must either bring money or a lunch from home.  There are no 
exceptions. 

Lunch Accounts 

Students access their lunch accounts with a student identification number.  Once money 

is deposited to their lunch account, it cannot be taken out unless it is for a withdrawal or 

refund.  Parents may set limits on student accounts by contacting the Cafeteria Manager 
for any restrictions. 

Medical Restrictions 

In order for a child not to take any items on the menu, they must have a licensed health 

care providerôs statement requesting it.  For example, if a child is allergic to a food item 

or milk, etc., the health care providerôs statement will allow them to substitute another 

item.  Nutritional information is available by request.  Cafeteria managers are available 
for assistance with special dietary needs. 

Other Policies 

In addition, the following policies will apply to district cafeteria services: 

¶ No student will be served after the end-of-lunch or end-of-breakfast bell.  This policy 

is to help eliminate tardiness to class.  The Elementary/Middle School Cafeteria 
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opens for service at 7:15 a.m. and the bell to go to class rings at 7:55 a.m.  The High 
School bell rings at 7:52 a.m. 

¶ No more than two (2) servings of an entrée or other items on the line will be served. 

Cafeteria Prices 

CAFETERIA PRICES  

BREAKFAST  

 High School Middle School Elementary School 

Students $1.40 $1.40 $1.40 

Reduced $0.30 $0.30 $0.30 

Adult $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 

 

LUNCH  

 High School Middle School Elementary School 

Students $2.55 $2.30 $2.05 

Reduced $0.40 $0.40 $0.40 

Adult $2.75 $2.75 $2.75 
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ALA CARTE ITEMS  

High School Middle  School and Elementary School 

Milk/Juice $0.35 Milk/Juice $0.35 

Entrée/lunch student $1.25 Toast/Biscuit $0.25 

Entrée/lunch adult $1.50 Dessert $0.50 

Side dishes/student $0.50 Vegetable $0.50 

Side dishes/adult $0.60 Gravy/Pickles $0.25 

Entrée/breakfast $0.50 Entrée/breakfast $0.75 

  Entrée/lunch $1.00 

 

SNACKS 

High School Middle  School and Elementary School 

Ice cream $1.00 Ice cream $1.00 

Drinks $1.00 Drinks $1.00 

Cookies $0.50 Snacks $0.75 

Chips $0.75   

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) PROGRAMS 

The district offers career and technical education programs in Business Technology 

Education, Agricultural Science Technology Education, and Family and Consumer 

Science Technology Education.  Admission to these programs is based on prerequisite 

class completion, performance in related studies, availability, and counselor and/or 
instructor approval. 

Both Business Information Management I and II are required courses for all students, 

unless otherwise determined by an ARD committee or campus administrator.  Placement 

in these courses will, in most cases, be in grade 8 for BIM I and grade 11 or 12 for BIM 
II . 

It is the policy of Wolfe City ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, 

national origin, gender, or disability in its CTE programs, services or activities as 

required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990 (ADA), as amended, which incorporates and expands upon the requirements of 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 
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Wolfe City ISD will take steps to ensure that lack of English language skills will not be a 

barrier to admission and participation in all educational and CTE programs.  [Also see 

Nondiscrimination Statement on page 2 for additional information regarding the 
districtôs efforts regarding participation in these programs.] 

CELL (MOBILE) TELEPHONES 

See Electronic Devices and Technology Resources on page 55. 

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND OTHER MALTREATMENT OF 

CHILDREN 

The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse and other 

maltreatment of children, which may be accessed by contacting the campus counselor.  

As a parent, it is important for you to be aware of warning signs that could indicated a 

child may have been or is being sexually abused.  Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code 

is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a childôs mental, emotional, or physical 

welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable effort to prevent sexual conduct with a 

child.  Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a 

legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law 
enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS). 

Possible physical warning signs of sexual abuse could be difficulty sitting or walking, 

pain in the genital areas, and claims of stomachaches and headaches.  Behavioral 

indicators may include verbal references or pretend games of sexual activity between 

adults and children, fear of being alone with adults of a particular gender, or sexually 

suggestive behavior.  Emotional warning signs to be aware of include withdrawal, 
depression, sleeping and eating disorders, and problems in school. 

A child who has experienced sexual abuse or any other type of abuse or neglect should be 

encouraged to seek out a trusted adult.  Be aware as a parent or other trusted adult that 

disclosures of sexual abuse may be more indirect than disclosures of physical abuse and 

neglect, and it is important to be calm and comforting if your child, or another child, 

confides in you.  Reassure the child that he or she did the right thing by telling you. 

As a parent, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse or other maltreatment, the campus 

counselor or principal will provide information regarding counseling options for you and 

your child available in your area.  The Texas Department of Family and Protective 

Services (TDFPS) also manages early intervention counseling programs.  To find out 

what services may be available in your county, see 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_ 

Your_County/default.asp.   

The following Web sites might help you become more aware of child abuse and neglect: 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/signs.cfm  

http://sapn.nonprofitoffice.com/ 

http://www.taasa.org/member/materials2.php 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_Your_County/default.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_Your_County/default.asp
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/signs.cfm
http://sapn.nonprofitoffice.com/
http://www.taasa.org/member/materials2.php
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http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse1.shtml 

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse2.shtml 

Reports may be made to: 

The Child Protective Services (CPS) division of the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services (1-800-252-5400 or on the Web at http://www.txabusehotline.org). 

CLASS RANK / HIGHEST RANKING STUDENT 

High School 

Valedictorian and salutatorian honors shall be determined by the highest 

cumulative weighted grade point average for the first seven semesters of high 

school work.  This also includes the calculation of the top ten percent. 

In order to be eligible for consideration for high school valedictorian or 

salutatorian, a student must have been enrolled at Wolfe City High School for the 

four semesters of their junior and senior years and have had continuous 

enrollment until graduation. 

Honor graduates will be determined by the cumulative average for the first seven 
semesters of high school courses with a 90 or above. 

Weighted grade points will be awarded according to the following schedule: 

Grade Regular Advanced Distinguished 

100-90 3.0-4.0 5.0-6.0 7.0-8.0 

89-80 2.0-2.9 4.0-4.9 6.0-6.9 

79-70 1.0-1.9 3.0-3.9 5.0-5.9 

Below 70 -0- -0- -0- 

The following courses will be designated as Advanced or Distinguished and will 

receive the above weighted grade points per semester. 

Advanced Distinguished 

Accounting Pre-Calculus/Calculus 

Business Information Management II Human Anatomy and Physiology 

Pre-Advanced Placement Courses Physics 

 Spanish 3 

 Internetworking Technologies (Cisco) 

 Advanced Placement Courses 

 Dual Credit College Courses  

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse1.shtml
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse2.shtml
http://www.txabusehotline.org/
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All other courses which are not classified Advanced or Distinguished will receive 

regular grade points.  Work co-ops and multi-credit courses will receive regular 

grade points for each credit earned. 

Transfer students will only receive weighted course credit for transfer courses that 

match Wolfe City High School weighted courses, irregardless of weights applied 
at previous schools. 

[For further information, see policies at EIC.] 

Middle School 

Middle School students taking courses for high school credit will earn the credit 

towards high school graduation; however, the grade will not be used for class 
ranking or GPA in high school. 

CLASS SCHEDULES 

CLASS SCHEDULES 

All students are expected to attend school for the entire school day and maintain a 

class/course schedule to fulfill each period of the day.  Exceptions may be made 

occasionally by the campus administrator for students in grades 9-12 who meet specific 

criteria and receive parental consent to enroll in less than a full-dayôs schedule. 

BELL SCHEDULES 

High School 

  7:40 a.m. First Bell 

  7:45 a.m. First Period 

  8:36 a.m. Second Period 

  9:27 a.m. Third Period 

10:18 a.m. Fourth Period 

11:03 a.m. 

11:37 a.m. 

Lunch A 

Fifth Period - A 

11:07 a.m. 

11:54 a.m. 

Fifth Period - B 

Lunch B 

12:28 p.m. Sixth Period 

  1:15 p.m. Seventh Period 

  2:06 p.m. Eighth Period 

  2:57 p.m. Activity Period 

  3:30 p.m. Dismissal Bell 
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Middle School 

  7:40 a.m. First Bell 

  7:45 -   8:32 First Period 

  8:36 -   9:23 Second Period 

  9:27 - 10:14 Third Period 

10:18 - 11:05 Fourth Period 

11:09 - 11:56 Fifth Period 

11:56 - 12:26 Lunch 

12:30 -   1:16 Sixth Period 

  1:20 -   2:06 Seventh Period 

  2:10 -   2:56 Eighth Period 

  3:00 -   3:30 Activity Period 

  3:30 p.m. Dismissal Bell 

Elementary 

  7:40 a.m. First Bell 

  7:45 a.m. Tardy Bell 

  3:30 p.m. Dismissal Bell 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Schedule changes are allowable only during the first ten (10) days of each semester with 

the approval of the campus administrator or counselor.  Decisions of ARD committee 
meetings can result in schedule changes throughout the year. 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS 

For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in 

the top ten percent and, in some cases, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is eligible for 

automatic admission into four-year public universities and colleges in Texas if the 
student: 

¶ Completes the Recommended or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program; or 

¶ Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 2400 

on the SAT. 

In addition, the student must submit a completed application for admission in accordance 
with the deadline established by the college or university. 

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically to 75 

percent of the Universityôs enrollment capacity for incoming resident freshmen.  For 

students who are eligible to enroll in the University of Texas at Austin during the summer 
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or fall 2012 term, the University will be admitting the top nine percent of the high 

schoolôs graduating class who meet the above requirements.  Additional applicants will 

be considered by the University through an independent review process. 

Should a college or university adopt an admissions policy that automatically accepts the 

top 25 percent of a graduating class, the provisions above will also apply to a student 
ranked in the top 25 percent of his or her class. 

Students and parents should contact the counselor for further information about the 

application process and deadlines. 

[See also Class Rank/Highest Ranking Student on page 40 for information specifically 
related to how the district calculates a studentôs rank in class]. 

COLLEGE (DUAL) CREDIT COURSES 

Students in grades 9-12 may earn dual college credit through the methods listed below.   

All of these methods have eligibility requirements and must be approved prior to 
enrollment in the course.  Please see the counselor for more information. 

It is important to keep in mind that not all colleges and universities accept credit earned 

in all dual credit or AP courses taken in high school for college credit.  Students and 

parents should check with the prospective college or university to determine if a 
particular course will count toward the studentôs desired degree plan. 

DISTANCE LEARNING LAB DUAL CREDITS 

Distance learning and correspondence courses include courses that encompass the state-

required essential knowledge and skills but are taught through multiple technologies and 

alternative methodologies such as mail, satellite, Internet, video-conferencing, and 
instructional television. 

The Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) has been established as one method of 

distance learning.  A student has the option, with certain limitations, to enroll in a course 

offered through the TxVSN to earn course credit for graduation.  In limited 

circumstances, a student in grade 8 may also be eligible to enroll in a course through the 

TxVSN.  Depending on the TxVSN course in which a student enrolls, the course may be 

subject to ñno pass, no playò rules.  [Also see Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and 

Organizations on page 57.] 

If you have questions or wish to make a request that your child be enrolled in a TxVSN 

course, please contact the counselor. 

If a student wishes to enroll in a correspondence course or a distance learning course that 

is not provided through the TxVSN in order to earn credit in a course or subject, the 

student must receive permission from the principal prior to enrolling in the course or 

subject.  If the student does not receive prior approval, the district will not recognize and 

apply the course or subject toward graduation requirements or subject mastery.  A 
maximum of 12 credits may be earned through correspondence courses. 
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For the 2011-2012 school year, the following courses will be offered in the Distance 

Learning Lab located at the high school campus:  English 1301, English 1302, U.S. 

History 1301 and 1302.  The student is required to pay all tuition, fees, and textbook 

costs.  These courses are offered through Paris Junior College.  Students must meet Paris 
Junior College requirements to participate in this program. 

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT AT A COLLEGE CAMPUS DUAL 
CREDITS 

Students can register to take classes at a college campus.  Students are responsible for 

registering for classes and for obtaining all necessary documents needed to register for 

classes. 

In addition, students must comply with the following college course components: 

1. Proof of enrollment must be given to the counselor each semester, within one 

week of the beginning of the college course.  Unofficial transcripts must be given 
to the counselor at the end of the semester. 

2. Dual credit cannot be earned for a grade lower than a ñCò. 

3. If a grade lower than a ñCò is made, the student will be placed on a full schedule 
for the next semester, and the student will lose early release privileges. 

4. Students will not receive an advanced measure for a grade lower than a ñBò.  This 
is for students on the Distinguished Achievement Plan. 

5. An official transcript with all dual credit courses must be on file by May 15, 2012, 
to participate in the graduation ceremony. 

WOLFE CITY HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS DUAL CREDITS 

At times, a course may be offered as a dual credit class within the school day.  Students 

wishing to take this as a college course must meet the requirements of Paris Junior 
College and are responsible for tuition, fees, and textbook costs. 

COMPUTER RESOURCES 

See Electronic Devices and Technology Resources on page 55. 

CONDUCT 

APPLICABILITY OF SCHOOL RULES 

As required by law, the board has adopted a Student Code of Conduct that prohibits 

certain behaviors and defines standards of acceptable behaviorðboth on and off 

campusðand consequences for violation of the standards.  The district has disciplinary 

authority over a student in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  Students and 

parents should be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as 
well as campus and classroom rules. 
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DISRUPTIONS OF SCHOOL OPERATIONS 

Disruptions of school operations are not tolerated and may constitute a misdemeanor 
offense.  As identified by law, disruptions include the following: 

¶ Interference with the movement of people at an exit, entrance, or hallway of a district 

building without authorization from an administrator. 

¶ Interference with an authorized activity by seizing control of all or part of a building. 

¶ Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent participation in an 

authorized assembly. 

¶ Use of force, violence, or threats to cause disruption during an assembly. 

¶ Interference with the movement of people at an exit or an entrance to district 

property. 

¶ Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent people from entering or 

leaving district property without authorization from an administrator. 

¶ Disruption of classes or other school activities while on district property or on public 

property that is within 500 feet of district property.  Class disruption includes making 

loud noises; trying to entice a student away from, or to prevent a student from 

attending, a required class or activity; and entering a classroom without 

authorization and disrupting the activity with profane language or any 
misconduct. 

¶ Interference with the transportation of students in vehicles owned or operated by the 

district. 

DETENTIONS 

High School 

Detentions will be assigned as a consequence for inappropriate behavior, tardies, and 

failure to complete assignments.  Detentions will  be served before school, after school, or 

during school, as determined by the campus administrator. 

Middle School 

Detentions will be assigned as a consequence for inappropriate behavior, tardies, and 

failure to complete assignments.  For minor offenses, detentions will be served during the 

lunch period.  Otherwise, detentions will be hosted on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

afternoons from 3:30 p.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  NOTE:  Failure to report to detention will 

result in Saturday School. 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

High School and Middle School 

Saturday School will be assigned as a disciplinary consequence.  Saturday School will be 

from 8:00 a.m. ï 11:00 a.m.  All Saturday Schools will be served at the High School 

Campus.  There will be no transportation provided by the district to or from Saturday 
School, and it is the responsibility of the student/parent. 
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NOTE:  Failure to report to Saturday School will result in 3 days of ECO. 

EXTENDED CLASSROOM OPPORTUNITY (ECO) 

High School and Middle School 

The ECO program is designed to address specific discipline concerns with consequences 

assigned to students outside the normal school day so instructional time is not interrupted.  
It will replace traditional ISS that is served during the normal school day. 

ECO is held on Monday through Thursday after school hours from 3:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 

ECO time can only be assigned by Wolfe City ISD Administration.  When ECO is 

assigned, the administrator will notify the parent by phone and/or by mail. 

ECO time shall be scheduled at least one day in advance to allow the student time to 

notify parents and arrange transportation on the assigned day(s) or as agreed by parent 

and administrator by phone contact.  It is the studentôs responsibility to be present at the 

assigned time.  Failure to behave in the appropriate manner during this time will result in 

further disciplinary action which can include, but is not limited to, out of school 

suspension, placement in the Alternative Education Program (AEP), or expulsion.  

Students removed from ECO for disciplinary reasons will be suspended for three (3) 
days. 

Failure to report to ECO will be reported to the campus administrator on a STUDENT 

DISCIPLINE REPORT and that will result in the student serving the original day plus 

three (3) additional ECO days.  Failure to serve these additional days will result in a three 

(3) day suspension.  When the student returns from the suspension, he/she will still be 

required to serve the ECO time.  If there is a second no-show to ECO, the student will 

may be assigned to DAEP. 

Students are ineligible to participate or attend extracurricular events during the entire 
time of placement in ECO. 

Students are expected to bring materials to work on, such as classroom assignments or 

approved reading material.  Teachers are made aware that students are assigned to ECO 

and many choose to send work, but it is not required.  When students do not bring 

materials, other assignments or reading materials will be provided and students are 

expected to work on this material.  Students are allowed to eat a snack/meal at 5:00 p.m. 

if brought by the student.  Sleeping or other inappropriate behavior is not allowed, and 

students making this choice will be removed immediately and assigned a three (3) day 

suspension.  Students must also be on time.  He/she will not be admitted into the ECO 

room after 3:15 p.m. during the week and cannot leave until 6:15 p.m. 

For further information, please contact the appropriate campus administrator: 

WC High School Vernon Richardson 903-496-2891 

WC Middle School Laura Rodgers 903-496-7333 

WC Elementary School Ola Owens 903-496-7333 
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COUNSELING 

ACADEMIC COUNSELING 

Students and their parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teacher, or 

campus administrator to learn about course offerings, graduation requirements of various 

programs, and early graduation procedures.  Each spring, students in grades 8 through 11 

will be provided information on anticipated course offerings for the next year and other 
information that will help them make the most of academic and vocational opportunities. 

To plan for the future, students should work closely with the counselor in order to enroll 

in the high school courses that best prepare him or her for attendance at a college, 

university, or training school, or for pursuit of some other type of advanced education,.  

The counselor can also provide information about entrance exams and application 

deadlines, as well as information about automatic admission to state colleges and 
universities, financial aid, housing, and scholarships. 

PERSONAL COUNSELING 

The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal 

concerns, including such areas as social, family, or emotional issues, or substance abuse.  

The counselor may also make available information about community resources to 

address these concerns.  A student who wishes to meet with the counselor should make 
an appointment. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMS, TESTS, OR TREATMENT 

The school will not conduct a psychological examination, test, or treatment without first 

obtaining the parentôs written consent.  Parental consent is not necessary when a 

psychological examination, test, or treatment is required by state or federal law for 

special education purposes or by the Texas Education Agency for child abuse 
investigations and reports. 

[For more information, refer to policies EHBAA(LEGAL), FFE(LEGAL), and FFG 
(EXHIBIT).]  

COURSE CREDIT 

A student in grades 9-12 will earn credit for a course only if the final grade is 70 or 

above.  For a two-semester (1 credit) course, the studentôs grades from both semesters 

will be averaged and credit will be awarded if the combined average is 70 or above.  

Should the studentôs combined average be less than 70, the student will be required to 
retake the semester in which he or she failed. 

CREDIT BY EXAM 

IF A STUDENT HAS TAKEN THE COURSE 

A student who has previously taken a course or subjectðbut did not receive credit for 

itðmay, in circumstances determined by the campus administrator or attendance 
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committee, be permitted to earn credit by passing an exam on the essential knowledge 

and skills defined for that course or subject.  Prior instruction may include, for example, 

incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive absences, home schooling, or 
coursework by a student transferring from a nonaccredited school.  

The counselor or principal would determine if the student could take an exam for this 

purpose.  If approval is granted, the student must score at least 70 on the exam to receive 

credit for the course or subject. 

The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive absences an 
opportunity to earn credit for a course by passing an exam.   

In all instances, the district will determine whether any opportunity for credit by exam 

will be offered.  The dates on which exams are scheduled during the 2011ï2012 school 

year include: 

Date Requested Course 

December 1 All  

May 1 All  

[For further information, see the counselor and policy EHDB(LOCAL).] 

IF A STUDENT HAS NOT TAKEN THE COURSE 

A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course for 

which the student has had no prior instruction or to accelerate to the next grade level.  

The dates on which exams are scheduled during the 2011ï2012 school year include: 

Date Requested Course 

December 1 All  

May 1 All  

A student will earn course credit with a passing score of at least 90 on the exam.  A 

student in elementary school will be eligible to accelerate to the next grade level if the 

student scores at least 90 on each exam in the subject areas of language arts, 
mathematics, science, and social studies. 

If a student plans to take an exam, the student (or parent) must register with the counselor 

no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date.  The district will not honor a 

request by a parent to administer a test on a date other than the published dates.  If the 

district agrees to administer a test other than the one chosen by the district, the studentôs 

parent will be responsible for the cost of the exams.    [For further information, see policy 

EHDC(LOCAL).] 

AP ENGLISH COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE EXAM 

Students that score a 3 on the AP English Composition and Literature Exam will be given 

a credit by exam score of 95 for 1
st
 semester English 4.  Students that score a 4 or above 

on the AP English Composition and Literature Exam will be given a credit by exam score 
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of 95 for the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 semesters of English 4.  This grade will be given advanced 

weight for class rank calculations. 

DATING VIOLENCE, DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND 

RETALIATION 

The district believes that all students learn best in an environment free from dating 

violence, discrimination, harassment, and retaliation and that their welfare is best served 

when they are free from this prohibited conduct while attending school.  Students are 

expected to treat other students and district employees with courtesy and respect; to avoid 

behaviors known to be offensive; and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop.  
District employees are expected to treat students with courtesy and respect. 

The board has established policies and procedures to prohibit and promptly respond to 

inappropriate and offensive behaviors that are based on a personôs race, color, religion 
gender, national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law.  [See policy FFH] 

DATING VIOLENCE 

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating relationship uses 

physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the 

other person in the relationship.  Dating violence also occurs when a person commits 

these acts against a person in a marriage or dating relationship with the individual who is 

or was once in a marriage or dating relationship with the person committing the offense.  

This type of conduct is considered harassment if the conduct is so severe, persistent, or 

pervasive that it affects the studentôs ability to participate in or benefit from an 

educational program or activity; creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive 

educational environment; or substantially interferes with the studentôs academic 
performance. 

Examples of dating violence against a student may include, but are not limited to, 

physical or sexual assaults, name-calling, put-downs, threats to hurt the student or the 

studentôs family members or members of the studentôs household, destroying property 

belonging to the student, threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the 

relationship, attempts to isolate the student from friends and family, stalking, or 
encouraging others to engage in these behaviors. 

DISCRIMINATION 

Discrimination is defined as any conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color, 

religion, gender, national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law, that it 

negatively affects the student. 

HARASSMENT 

Harassment, in general terms, is conduct so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects 

the studentôs ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; 

creates an intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or 

substantially interferes with the studentôs academic performance.  A copy of the districtôs 
policy is available in the campus administratorôs office and in the superintendentôs office. 



 

WCISD 2011-2012 Student-Parent Handbook  -50- 

Examples of harassment may include, but are not limited to, offensive or derogatory 

language directed at a personôs religious beliefs or practices, accent, skin color, or need 

for accommodation; threatening or intimidating conduct; offensive jokes, name-calling, 

slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault; graffiti or printed material promoting 

racial, ethnic, or other negative stereotypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as 

theft or damage to property. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Sexual harassment of a student by an employee, volunteer, or another student is 
prohibited. 

Sexual harassment of a student by an employee or volunteer does not include necessary 

or permissible physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature.  However, 

romantic and other inappropriate social relationships, as well as all sexual relationships, 
between students and district employees are prohibited, even if consensual. 

Examples of prohibited sexual harassment may include, but not be limited to, touching 

private body parts or coercing physical contact that is sexual in nature; sexual advances; 

jokes or conversations of a sexual nature; and other sexually motivated conduct, 
communications, or contact. 

RETALIATION 

Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report of discrimination or 

harassment, including dating violence, is prohibited.  Retaliation against a person who is 

participating in an investigation of alleged discrimination or harassment is also 

prohibited.  A person who makes a false claim or offers false statements or refuses to 

cooperate with a district investigation, however, may be subject to appropriate discipline. 

Retaliation against a student might occur when a student receives threats from another 

student or an employee or when an employee imposes an unjustified punishment or 

unwarranted grade reduction.  Retaliation does not include petty slights and annoyances 

from other students or negative comments from a teacher that are justified by a studentôs 
poor academic performance in the classroom. 

REPORTING PROCEDURES 

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced dating violence, discrimination, 

harassment, or retaliation should immediately report the problem to a teacher, counselor, 

campus administrator, or other district employee.  The report may be made by the 

studentôs parent.  See policy FFH(LOCAL) for the appropriate districts officials to whom 
to make a report. 

INVESTIGATION OF REPORT 

To the extent possible, the district will respect the privacy of the student; however, 

limited disclosures may be necessary to conduct a thorough investigation and to comply 

with law.  Allegations of prohibited conduct, which includes dating violence, 

discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, will be promptly investigated.  The district 

will notify the parents of any student alleged to have experienced prohibited conduct by 
an adult associated with the district. 
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In the event prohibited conduct involves another student, the district will notify the 

parents of the student alleged to have experienced the prohibited conduct when the 

allegations, if proven, would constitute a violation as defined by policy. 

If the districtôs investigation indicates that prohibited conduct occurred, appropriate 

disciplinary or corrective action will be taken to address the conduct.  The district may 

take disciplinary action even if the conduct that is the subject of the complaint was not 

unlawful.   

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with an outcome of the investigation may appeal 
in accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL). 

DISCRIMINATION 

[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation on page 49.] 

In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination, the district makes the following statements: 

Wolfe City ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, 

gender, or disability in providing education services, activities, and programs, including 

CTE programs, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; 

Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; and Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), as amended, which incorporates and expands upon the 
requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

The following district staff members have been designated to coordinate compliance with 

these legal requirements: 

¶ Title IX Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of sex: 
Superintendent at 903-496-2283. 

¶ ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of 

disability: Special Education Director Sondra Northcutt, at 903-496-7333, ext 15. 

¶ All other concerns regarding discrimination:  See the superintendent:  James Edward 

Scott at 903-496-2283. 

SERVICES FOR THE HOMELESS AND FOR TITLE I PARTICIPANTS 

Other designated staff you may need to contact include: 

¶ Liaison for Homeless Children and Youths, who coordinates services for homeless 

students:  Elementary/Middle School Counselor Dona Gavlick at 903-496-7333. 

¶ Parent Involvement Coordinator, who works with parents of students participating in 
Title I programs:  Campus Administrator Ola Owens at 903-496-7333. 

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

Parents of students with learning difficulties or who may need special education services 

may request an evaluation for special education at any time.  For more information, see 
Student Fees on page 58 and contact Sondra Northcutt at 903-496-7333. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLISHED MATERIALS OR DOCUMENTS 

SCHOOL MATERIALS 

Publications prepared by and for the school may be posted or distributed, with the prior 

approval by the campus administrator, sponsor, or teacher.  Such items may include 

school posters, brochures, flyers, etc. 

The school newspapers, The Tracker and The Lone Wolf Times, and the yearbook, The 
Wolf, are available to students. 

All school publications are under the supervision of a teacher, sponsor, and the campus 
administrator. 

[See Directory Informa tion for School-Sponsored Purposes on page 25.] 

NONSCHOOL MATERIALSéFROM STUDENTS 

Students must obtain prior approval from the campus administrator before posting, 

circulating, or distributing more than ten copies of written materials, handbills, 

photographs, pictures, petitions, films, tapes, posters, or other visual or auditory materials 

that were not developed under the oversight of the school. To be considered, any 

nonschool material must include the name of the sponsoring person or organization.  The 
decision regarding approval will be made in two school days. 

The campus administrator will assign a designated location for approved nonschool 
materials to be placed for voluntary viewing by students.  [See policies at FNAA.] 

A student may appeal the campus administratorôs decision in accordance with policy 

FNG(LOCAL).  Any student who posts nonschool material without prior approval will 

be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  
Materials displayed without the campus administratorôs approval will be removed. 

NONSCHOOL MATERIALSéFROM OTHERS 

Written or printed materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, films, tapes, or other visual 

or auditory materials not sponsored by the district or by a district-affiliated school-

support organization will not be sold, circulated, distributed, or posted on any district 

premises by any district employee or by persons or groups not associated with the 

district, except as permitted by policy at GKDA.  To be considered for distribution, any 

nonschool material must meet the limitations on content established in the policy, include 

the name of the sponsoring person or organization, and be submitted to the campus 

administrator for prior review.  The campus administrator will approve or reject the 

materials within two school days of the time the materials are received.  The requestor 

may appeal a rejection in accordance with the appropriate district complaint policy.  [See 
policies at  DGBA, FNG, or GF.] 

Prior review will not be required for: 

¶ Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a school-sponsored 

meeting intended for adults and held after school hours. 
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¶ Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a community group 

meeting held after school hours in accordance with policy GKD(LOCAL) or a 

noncurriculum-related student group meeting held in accordance with 
FNAB(LOCAL). 

¶ Distribution for electioneering purposes during the time a school facility is being used 

as a polling place, in accordance with state law. 

All nonschool materials distributed under these circumstances must be removed from 
district property immediately following the event at which the materials are distributed.   

DRESS AND GROOMING 

The districtôs dress code is established to teach grooming and hygiene, prevent 

disruption, and minimize safety hazards.  Students and parents may determine a studentôs 
personal dress and grooming standards, provided that they comply with the following: 

¶ Personal hygiene should include a daily bath. 

¶ Hair should be clean and neat in appearance.  It should be groomed so as not to 

interfere with vision or distract others.  No unusual, non-natural, or striking hairstyles 
will be permitted. 

¶ All visible piercings including tongue piercings, other than jewelry worn in the ear, 

are prohibited.  Coverage with a bandage or other covering is not acceptable.  Plugs 

are also not acceptable.  All non-medical oral apparatuses to include, but not limited 

to, ñgrills(z)ò are prohibited. 

¶ Skin must be free of personalized ink drawings, writing, or decorations. 

¶ Head coverings cannot be worn in the buildings, including gymnasiums, nor will 

distracting articles, including but not limited to any type of head covering be it cap, 

hat, hood, sweatband, bandana, hair rollers, sunglasses, combs or picks.  Head 

coverings are not permitted in the school building.  Hats and head coverings taken up 

will remain in the office for the rest of the term. 

¶ Only prescription eyewear can be worn in the building. 

¶ The torso (back, chest, shoulders, and stomach) must be covered.  Pants, skirts, 

blouses, and shirts must completely cover the mid-section of the torso when arms are 
raised over the head. 

¶ No spaghetti straps, racerback, cut-backs, or similar tops can be worn to school.  All 

shoulder sleeves/coverings must be a minimum of two (2) inches wide.  Boys cannot 
wear sleeveless shirts. 

¶ Transparent clothing cannot be worn where normally required covered areas become 

exposed.  Transparent is defined as see-through, sheer fabric/clothing or 

fabric/clothing that has holes.  See-through fabric, sheer fabric, or holes cannot 

expose any areas normally required to be covered, including undergarments. 
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¶ Clothing with offensive logos or slogans, including sexually-oriented references or 

connotations, alcoholic or tobacco advertisements, or other prohibited content cannot 
be worn. 

¶ Shirts and blouses must be properly buttoned. 

¶ Hemlines of skirts and shorts must be in-line with the fingertips while standing 

upright with the arms dropped normally from the shoulders and with the garment 

worn at the waistline.  This acceptably minimum length must be followed even if 

leggings, tights, hosiery, or similar clothing is worn underneath. 

¶ Footwear must be appropriate for school and activities.  All types of ñhouse shoesò 

and shoes with rollers are prohibited.  Students in both Agriculture Science classes 

and Physical Education classes will be required to wear appropriate footwear as 
determined by the teacher. 

¶ All clothing should be in good repair and not provide a hazard or distraction for any 

student.  Clothing that has holes, cuts, or tears are unacceptable if they are present in 

an area designated to be covered.  For example, jeans with a hole above fingertip 

length are unacceptable. 

¶ Pants must be worn at the waistline (1 inch below the navel).  No ñsagò or ñbaggiesò 
will be permitted. 

¶ Pants that may be considered as sleepwear may not be worn to school.  Pajama 

bottoms are prohibited. 

¶ Undergarments may not be exposed at any time. 

Any clothing or grooming that is disruptive to the learning environment, as determined 

by a teacher or administrator, will not be in compliance with this dress code. 

If determined that a studentôs grooming or clothing violates the schoolôs dress code, the 

student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at school.  If not corrected, 

the student will be assigned to in-school suspension for the remainder of the day, until the 

problem is corrected, or until a parent or designee brings an acceptable change of 

clothing to the school.  Repeated offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action 

in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct, including a more restrictive dress code 

for that student. 

School dress code will be in effect for all school sponsored trips and for the duration of 
the trip. 

 

DRUG SCREENING POLICY 

A student who participates in UIL athletic activities, UIL academic activities, and 

extracurricular activities and programs is subject to a mandatory student drug testing 

program.  Extracurricular activities and programs include, but are not limited to, Spring 

Fling, Prom, and Graduation activities.  The WCISD Drug Screening Policy is included 






















































































































































































